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Hybrid live telephone, email- and text-to-web survey of registered voters in
Washington State

Survey Conducted January 13 - 21, 2025
600 interviews; overall margin of error 4.0 percentage points

Interviews were conducted by trained, professional interviewers; landlines
and mobile phones included
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Key Findings =

» Voters in Washington State are more pessimistic than optimistic and there is concern about
the economy and the availability of good paying jobs. But despite this current pessimism, a

majority of voters are optimistic about the future of Washington state, and most say they are
proud to be Washingtonians.

» Before any messaging:

* voters are significantly more likely to say that the state deficit is “primarily due to the

legislature failing to control spending” rather than being a result of “inflation, population
growth, and increased demand”

» voters overwhelmingly believe that the cost of any increased spending will be passed on to
them, making affordability even worse

* nearly two-thirds believe our state will lose good paying jobs as a result of increased spending

» fewer than 1-in-4 think past state spending has improved quality of life and a majority think it is
unlikely that this new spending will be any different

» These attitudes lead a majority of Washington State voters to oppose this new spending -
prior to any messaging - and opposition grows after voters hear messaging from both sides.

25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 3



[l
5

q
D
n
D

|
=
N
- 5

Mood of the
Electorate



Mood of the Electorate

EMC,

research

Voters are more pessimistic than optimistic about the current direction of Washington state and 7-in-10 say they are
concerned about jobs and the economy. Voters are somewhat more optimistic about the state’s future, and most agree that
they are proud to call themselves a Washingtonian.

Do you feel that things in
Washington state are generally
going in the right direction, or do

you feel things have gotten pretty

seriously off on the wrong track?

Wrong
Track
54%

Right
Direction
41%

(Don't
Know)
5%

Q2/3/6/7

I’m concerned about Washington’s
economy and the availability of good

paying jobs

Agree
71%

Disagree
29%

36%
8%

I’'m optimistic about the future of

Washington state

Disagree
47%

I’m proud to call myself a
Washingtonian

Agree
70%

Disagree
30%

45%

15%
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Attitudes About the Legislature EMC,

Most voters believe the legislature already has enough money to address important priorities, most do not trust that the
legislature has an effective plan to address critical issues, and most do not trust the legislature on spending.

Strongly Strongly
Agree Disagree

The State Legislature has enough money to address important Disagree

o . : . 49% 9%
priorities; they just need to spend it more effectively 23%
| trust the State Legislature to spend my tax dollars responsibly 8% 45%
| trust the legislature to make sure the tax dollars they spend are
creating meaingful progress on critical challenges like homelessness 6% 45%
and affordable housing
| trust that the State Legislature has an effective plan to address the

critical issues we face like homelessness, housing affordability, public 5% 46%

safety, and education

Q3-9. Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree
with each of the following statements. 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 6



State Deficit IEMCI

Prior to any messaging, voters are significantly more likely to say the state deficit is “primarily due to the legislature failing to
control spending” rather than being a result of “inflation, population growth, and increased demand.” Messaging for and
against new spending does not significantly impact voters’ belief that the state deficit is a spending issue.

As you may know, Washington state is currently facing a $12B budget shortfall. Do you believe that this deficit is: primarily due to the legislature
failing to control spending OR primarily due to inflation, population growth, and increased demand driving up the cost of the services?

Spending
[v)
Spending 62;’
59% (+3)
Costs

(Both)/ (Both)/
(Don't know) (Don't know)
2% 1%

I
I
I
I
I
39% |
I
I
I
I
I
|

Q10/38. Givern everything you have heard, do you believe Washington’s $12 biilion deficit is primarily due tc tiie legislature failing to
control spending OR primarily due to inflation, population growth, and increased demand driving up the cost of the services? 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 7



Support for State Worker Salary Increase EMC:

By a 20-point margin voters oppose raising taxes by 52 billion per year to fund a salary increase for state employees.

State workers are critical to making sure everyday Washingtonians get the services they need and deserve, and state workers should be
fairly compensated. Over the last 12 years, Washington’s state workforce has grown by 17% and state employee salaries have increased by
56%. As part of their 510 billion spending plan, the legislature wants to further increase state employee salaries which would cost 52 billion

per year. Knowing this do you support or oppose raising taxes by S2 billion per year to fund this salary increase for state employees?

Oppose
59%

Strongly 39%

(Don't know)
Strongly 17% 2%

Q37. 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 8



Impact of Spending on Quality of Life EMC,

When asked how much increased state spending has improved quality of life, where “O” means increased spending has done
almost nothing to improve quality of life and “100” means it has dramatically improved quality of life, a majority (54%) of
Washington state voters rank the impact at a 25 or below and more than three quarters (77%) rank the impact at 50 or below
on a 100-point scale. One third of voters say the increased spending has had no impact on improving quality of life at all.

State spending has doubled over the last 10 years. How much do you think this
increased spending has improved quality of life in Washington state?

0-25 26-50 51-75 76-100

(0 = No impact / 100 = Dramatic impact)
Qill. 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 9



Progress on Key Issues e

Consistent with voters’ belief that the doubling of state spending has not improved quality of life, voters overwhelmingly believe that our
state has failed to make meaningful progress on all 8 key issues tested in the survey. Almost all voters (90%+) believe cost of living, cost of
housing, and homelessness have gotten worse and supermajorities think things are “much worse.” Voters are the most optimistic about
transportation, with more than a third saying transportation has gotten better.

M Better Same/(Don't Know) m Worse I';"i:;‘ V“\/IIL:SZ
s w2
Transportation 25% 6% 21%

Q12-19. For each of the following areas that receive significant state funding, please tell me how much
progress you feel our state has made on that issue. 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 10
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Increasing Spending e

Prior to any messaging, a majority of voters think it is a bad idea for the legislature to dramatically increase state spending to
fund “important state programs that help address homelessness, create more affordable housing, improve education, and
provide affordable health care for Washingtonians.”

State spending is already going up by 52.5 billion next year. On top of that, the State Legislature is considering another S7B per year in new
spending to fund important state programs that help address homelessness, create more affordable housing, improve education, and provide
affordable health care for Washingtonians. This new spending would largely be paid for by raising taxes on large businesses and wealthy
individuals by billions each year. In general, do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the legislature to increase spending by another S7B?

Bad Idea
56%

Good Idea
42%

(Don't Know)
2%

Q20. 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 12



Potential Consequences e

Voters overwhelmingly believe that increasing spending by billions per year will result in an even higher cost of living and will
cost the state good paying jobs - and a majority do not believe this spending will improve quality of life.

These investments will improve the quality of life for everyday Washingtonians
by protecting critical programs like childcare, affordable health care, job
training and placement, quality public education, and services for seniors.

Unlikely
52%

Washington state will lose good paying jobs because employers will be less Unlikely
likely to locate or expand in Washington state. 36%

Companies will just pass the billions per year in new taxes on to customers, Unlikely
resulting in an even higher cost of living for Washington residents. 16%

Q21-23. There are a number of things that could happen if the legislature increases spending by billions per year. For each of the
following, please tell me how likely you think that result is, very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely? 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 13



Opposition Messaging EMC,

Messages opposing new spending are seen as convincing by most voters and around half find the top opposition messages
“very convincing.” The strongest messages are about the effectiveness of past spending and the likelihood that these costs will
simply be passed on to consumer, and messages about the impact on businesses and jobs.

W Very Convincing B Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing

Supporters claim the cost of this massive new spending plan won’t be passed on to consumers, but opponents say

that’s just naive - when the cost of doing business goes up, those costs get passed on to consumers, so once again, 77%
Washington residents are going to end up paying more.
Opponents say over the last 12 years, state spending has more than doubled. Spending on affordable housing has
increased almost tenfold, yet Washington ranks last on affordable housing; and homelessness has increased by 75%
0

88% over the last decade. We need to stop throwing money at every problem and hold the legislature
accountable for delivering meaningful, measurable results.

Opponents say Washington is already one of the most expensive states for businesses and this massive new
spending plan would result in the largest tax increase in state history at a time when many businesses and o
residents are still struggling. Constantly making it more expensive to do business here will push businesses to 71%
leave or expand somewhere else, costing our state current and future family wage jobs.

Opponents say that when Seattle implemented a payroll tax, more than 25,000 jobs left, costing Seattle hundreds
of millions in revenue and economic activity. Seattle currently has a 30% vacancy rate in commercial buildings, o
compared to less than 10% right across the bridge in Bellevue. The message is clear: when governments make 71%

things so costly, businesses move or close and take jobs with them.

Supporters claim inflation and a growing population are the primary reasons the state needs more money, but
since 2013, the state budget has grown over 50% faster than the increase in population and inflation. It’s clear 71%
our legislature has a spending problem and it’s past time they fix it.

Supporters claim these taxes will only affect Washington’s most profitable businesses, but with a $12 billion deficit
and a massive laundry list of new spending ideas, legislators won’t be able to resist expanding the scope of these
taxes like they always do. Politicians never lower anyone’s taxes, even when they raise taxes on businesses.

Q24-29. Next I'd like to read you statements from people who oppose this new spending. After each one, please tell me how convincing that
statement is as a reason to oppose this new spending — very convincing, somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or not at all convincing. 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 14



Increasing Spending — After Opposition  EMS

Opposition messaging results in two-thirds of Washington state voters saying that they think it is a bad idea for the legislature
to increase spending by billions more.

Bad Idea
69%
(+13)
Bad Idea
56%

Good Idea
42%

29%
(-13)

(Don't Know)
2%

(Don't Know)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Good Idea
|
|
|
|
|
o

Q20/30. Having heard this, do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the legislature to increase
spending by another $7 billion? 25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 15



Support Messaging
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Messages in support of new spending are much less convincing to voters than opposition messages.

Supporters say Washington businesses benefit greatly from the state’s investments in education,

transportation, job training and placement, tourism promotion and many other investments, and

they should be willing to pay their fair share to help make Washington a great place to live, work,
and raise a family.

Supporters say we’ve seen what happens when we cut programs Washingtonians count on. In
2008, the state made more than $10 billion in cuts and as a result we saw college tuition go
through the roof, there were sharp increases in poverty, schools were underfunded, people lost
health care access, and more. Asking the most profitable corporations to pay what they owe will
ensure we don’t make this same mistake again.

Supporters say more people than ever are using state programs, which is a good thing. But
increased demand along with inflation means our state needs more revenue so hardworking
Washingtonians have access to quality public education and affordable health care, can get
support for loved ones with disabilities, can live in a home they can afford, and have healthy,
affordable food on the table. Large businesses have seen record profits over the last few years so
they can easily afford to help fund these critical programs.

Supporters say it just makes sense to ask our state’s most profitable businesses to step up to help
fund important programs like high quality early learning, affordable health care, job training and
placement, affordable housing, and quality public education which help hardworking
Washingtonians thrive and grow and improve quality of life.

Supporters say increasing taxes on the most profitable businesses will finally make Washington’s
upside down and regressive tax system fairer for regular people by making wealthy businesses
and individuals pay what they owe.

Q31-35. Next I'd like to read you statements from people who support this new spending. After each one, please tell me how convincing that
statement is as a reason to support this new spending — very convincing, somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or not at all convincing.

H Very Convincing ® Somewhat Convincing  Total Convincing

52%

52%

52%

51%

47%

25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 16



Increased Spending — After Support
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After hearing messages for and against this new spending, a supermajority of voters think this is a bad idea.

69% (+13) Bad Idea
—— 63% (-6)
56% —
k
42% —e
Good Idea
29% (-13) 35% (+6)
Initial After Opposition After Support

Q20/30/36. Having heard this, do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the legislature to increase
spending by another $7 billion?

25-9590 WA Tax Proposals Survey| 17
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