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Methodology
This memo reflects the results from a statewide multi-modal survey of 600 registered voters in Washington

state. The survey was conducted January 13-21, 2025 and has an overall margin of error £4.0 percentage points

Summary

Voters in Washington State are more pessimistic than optimistic and there is concern about the economy and the
availability of good paying jobs. But despite this current pessimism, a majority of voters are optimistic about the
future of Washington state, and most say they are proud to be Washingtonians.

Before any messaging:

e voters are significantly more likely to say that the state deficit is “primarily due to the legislature failing
to control spending” rather than being a result of “inflation, population growth, and increased demand”

e voters overwhelmingly believe that the cost of any increased spending will be passed on to them,
making affordability even worse

e nearly two-thirds believe our state will lose good paying jobs as a result of increased spending

e fewer than 1-in-4 think past state spending has improved quality of life and a majority think it is unlikely
that this new spending will be any different

These attitudes lead a majority of Washington State voters to oppose this new spending - prior to any messaging
- and opposition grows after voters hear messaging from both sides.

Key Findings
Voters are pessimistic about the direction of Washington state, and they are very concerned about the
economy and the availability of good paying jobs.

I’'m concerned about Washington’s economy
and the availability of good paying jobs

Do you feel that things in Washington state are generally
going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

Agree
71%
Wrong
Track

Right 54%

Direction
41%

Disagree
29%

(Don't
Know)
5%
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Voters do not trust the state legislature: most voters believe the legislature already has enough money to
address important priorities, most do not trust that the legislature has an effective plan to address critical
issues, and most do not trust the legislature on spending or fiscal responsibility.

The State Legislature has enough money to address important Disagree
priorities; they just need to spend it more effectively 23%

| trust the State Legislature to spend my tax dollars responsibly

| trust the legislature to make sure the tax dollars they spend are
creating meaingful progress on critical challenges like homelessness
and affordable housing

| trust that the State Legislature has an effective plan to address the
critical issues we face like homelessness, housing affordability, public
safety, and education

Prior to any messaging, voters are more likely to say the state deficit is “primarily due to the legislature failing
to control spending” rather than being a result of “inflation, population growth, and increased demand.”

e Messaging for and against new spending reinforces voters’ belief that the state deficit is a spending
issue.

As you may know, Washington state is currently facing a S12B budget shortfall. Do you believe that this deficit is: primarily due to the legislature
failing to control spending OR primarily due to inflation, population growth, and increased demand driving up the cost of the services?

Spending
Spending 62:6
59% (+3)

(Both)/ (Both)/
(Don't know) (Don't know)
2% 1%
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Very few voters believe that the doubling of state spending over the last decade has had any meaningful
impact on quality of life.

e More than three quarters (77%) of voters say that the doubling of state spending over the last
decade has had almost no impact or very little impact on improving quality of life in Washington
state.

e Almost all voters (90%+) believe cost of living, cost of housing, and homelessness have gotten worse
and supermajorities think these issues are “much worse.”

e Voters are the most optimistic about transportation, but even on this issue, only a third believe
transportation has gotten better and only 6% think transportation has gotten “much better.”

State spending has doubled over the last 10 years. How much do you think
this increased spending has improved quality of life in Washington state?

Almost No
Impact
54%

Very Lttle
Impact

23% Some

Impact Dramatic

Impact

9%

0-25 26-50 51-75 76-100
(0 = No impact / 100 = Dramatic impact)

For each of the following areas that receive significant state funding, please
tell me how much progress you feel our state has made on that issue.

Much Much

M Better Same/(Don't Know) H Worse Better Worse

Climate change 44% 3% 25%
Transportation 25% 6% 21%
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Voters aren’t convinced that increasing spending by billions more per year will improve quality of life, but
they do overwhelmingly believe it will drive up cost of living and that it will cost the state good paying jobs.

There are a number of things that could happen if the legislature increases spending by
billions per year. For each of the following, please tell me how likely you think that result is...

Net
Companies will just pass the billions per year in new taxes on to customers, Unlikely +66
resulting in an even higher cost of living for Washington residents. 16%
Washington state will lose good paying jobs because employers will be less Unlikely 2
likely to locate or expand in Washington state. 36% +
These investments will improve the quality of life for everyday Washingtonians Unlikel
by protecting critical programs like childcare, affordable health care, job ¥ -5

52%

training and placement, quality public education, and services for seniors.

Voters start out believing that increasing state spending by billions per year is a “bad idea” and after hearing
messaging from both sides that belief solidifies.

e Opposition messaging is particularly effective with voters because it is consistent with what voters
already believe: that the cost of this new spending will get passed on to them, that past spending
hasn’t led to a better quality of life, and that increased taxes will hurt jobs and the economy.

e Arguments about the benefits to everyday Washingtonians of increased investments, about tax
fairness and ability to pay, and about the consequences of going through another cycle of significant
budget and program cuts like the state did in 2008 are much less effective than opposition

messages.
Increasing State Spending by Billions per Year
Before Messaging After Messaging
Bad Idea
Bad Idea 63%
56%
Good Idea
42%
35%
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2%

(Don't Know)
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