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Methodology

AMixed-mode (live phone and text-to-web) survey of Registered
Voters in the City of Seattle

AConducted August 18 -25, 2021
A458 completed interviews; margin of error: +4.6 points

APhone interviews — landline and cell — were conducted in English
by trained, professional interviewers

AData weighted by key demographic variables to accurately reflect
the Registered Voter population

*Please note that due to rounding, some percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.



Research Notes

AThe sample universe for The Index is All Registered Voters (ARV), not Likely Voters (LV),

because the focus is on tracking Seattle voters’ overall attitudes over time, not on
modeling and analyzing the opinion environment for a specific election

A The Registered Voter universe is younger, more progressive, more likely to be renters, more likely to
be new to the city, and more likely to be voters of color.

ATwo-thirds of Seattle voters are Democrats making them the primary driver of
overall opinion on all survey questions.

AAlthough self-identified Socialists only make up 5% of the sample, their views on most
questions in the survey are so different from voters with other political affiliations that
we decided to break them out in the reporting

A The attitudes and opinions of the Socialist subgroup are consistent with the responses we would
reasonably expect so that does give us confidence in the validity of the data, but it is still a small
subgroup with a high margin of error



Respondent Profile

Age

19% 17%

18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64

Duration of Residency

11-20
years
15%

1-10

years

32% 20+
years
53%

Gender

Non-
Binary

Male 22

45%

Female

®E 7%

6%

Socialist
Democrat
Independent

Republican

Ethnicity

White
POC 22%

(Refused) | 9%

Party
5%
65%

20%

69%

Homeowner

Renter Homeowner

Education

<College
27% College+

73%



Summary

A Self-identified Democrats make up two-thirds of the registered voter universe and are the political base of the city

A Democrats are pessimistic about the current direction of the city, they overwhelmingly believe that Seattle’s quality of life has gotten worse, and six-in-ten
have considered leaving the city - but a majority are also cautiously optimistic about the future of the region

A Democrats are deeply concerned about homelessness, they don't believe the City Council has a realistic plan to address the problem, they don't trust the city
on spending, and they believe that the city already has the necessary resources to address homelessness

A Democrats are strongly concerned about the future of downtown Seattle, they don’t think downtown can recover until homelessness and public safety issues
are effectively addressed, and two-thirds say they wouldn't feel safe visiting downtown at night

A Democrats don't trust the City Council on police reform and they are divided on reducing the number of officers and redirecting SPD funds

A A strong majority of Democrats do support new progressive taxes like a capital gains or high earner income tax, but most also want all new local taxes put to a
vote of the people

A Democrats support more density in transit and commercial areas, a strong majority support new housing in their own neighborhood, and two-thirds support
changes to SFH zoning to allow more duplexes and triplexes

A Democrats recognize the need for more high quality, affordable childcare in the region and two-thirds say they would support a small property tax increase to
fund childcare subsidies

A Homeowners and renters who typically have very divergent attitudes hold remarkably similar opinions through most of the survey

A Self-identified Socialists — who represent 5% of the registered voter universe - are the only group that is consistently satisfied with the direction of
the city.

A Socialists are the only group the trusts the city on spending
A Socialists are the least concerned about public safety and homelessness

A Socialists are the only group the trusts the city council on police reform
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Quality of Life Index — August 2021
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A TheQuality of Lifdndex aggregates multiple survey
guestions about quality of life. It does not include any
YSIF adzZN5a NBfFUOUSR G2 @20S
government or elected leaders.

A The QOL Index uses d.0 scale with 0 indicating that
voters have a very negative view of quality of life in
Seattle and 10 indicating that voters have a very positi
view. The midpoint of the scale Is 5.

A The QOL Index will be tracked over time to provide a
broad measure of how voters are feeling about the city
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Self-identified Socialists are the only subgroup with a mean Quality of Life rating above the midpoint.



Quality of Life: By the Numbers

"Do you feel that things in “I'm optimistic about the

the city of Seattle are future of this region.”
generally going in the Right Wrong
track
o8 Asg(;f/e Disagree
. 48%
5%

right direction, or doyou  direction
feel things have gotten 2l
pretty seriously off on the
wrong track?”

"Do you think the overall Same

: o : o Worse Strongl
quality of life in Seattle is % 76% Strongly 237? . Seattle voters are deeply concerned about
better, the same, or worse 18% the direction of the city, most believe
than it was 4 years ago?” Better

quality of life is worse, and only half are
optimistic about the region’s future.

8%
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Optimi
Optimistic About Future of This Region
Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree
68%
5 61% ¢
60% 57% 549 56% 57% 57% 60%
50% 49% e 48% >3% 50% : 499 51% 50% 3% :
42% 0 ‘ 41%
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Socialists are the most optimistic about the future of this region. Democrats are more optimistic than pessimistic, although only 1-in-5 are strongly
optimistic. Voters without a college degree are much less optimistic than college graduates. Republicans and Independents are extremely pessimistic.
11



Quality of Life

Quality of Life Compared to 4 Years Ago

Better = Same

60%

29% e = 9
: 25% 25% <% 35y, - o 229 > 24% e - 23%
22% 1% 22% 22% 22% 22% 0% 22%
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Only Socialists believe that quality of life in Seattle is the same or better than it was four years ago. A supermajority of voters in every other

subgroup — including three quarters of Democrats — believe we have lost ground on quality of life.
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Living In Seattle

"Have you actively considered
moving out of Seattle?”

"What is the main reason you
have considered moving?®

Cost of Living/Housing 23%

Crime/Public Safety 227%

Homelessness 14%

Government/

Politics 11%
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A majority of voters say they have
actively considered moving out of
Seattle. The top reasons given are
affordability, public safety, and
homelessness.
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Considered Moving

Actively Considered Moving

Yes
88% OO/
OO0 /o0
72%
- 68% 64% 68%
5 o > 62% S 61% 63% 62% 63% 63% 63%
60% : i 58% 59% 59% o 60% 59% 57% i : g
54% 53% 53% 54% 53%
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Half or more of voters in every subgroup — except Socialists - say they have actively considered leaving Seattle.
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Top Concerns

“What are the issues facing Seattle that you are most
frustrated or concerned about?”

Homelessness 65%
Crime/Public Safety '28%
Affordability/Housing 15%
Politicians/Public Leaders 10%
Racial Issues/Policing 5%
Covid-19 5%
Jobs/Economy 4%

Growth/Development 4%

Roads/Infrastructure 4% Homelessness continues to be the
Taxes TR dominant concern of voters. Public
safety and affordability are also top
concerns. Only 575 mention the
Cleanliness/Garbage 3% pandemic as a top concern.

Healthcare 3%

16



Top Concerns - Homelessness

“What are the issues facing Seattle that you are most frustrated or concerned about?”

(% Mentioning Homelessness)

/37

72% ° ° VANA ° > 72% 72%
68% 68% 69% 0% 70% - 70%  e8%  70% _
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Homelessness is the top concern in every subgroup - except Socialists - by a wide margin. Democrats and younger voters are among the most

concerned about homelessness.
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Homelessness

"The Seattle City Council has a

realistic plan to address DIEEEIREE
L1} 87/0
homelessness
“The City of Seattle has enough | Most voters are concerned about
ICINE 10 CRILIEE IEEEJREE homelessness, few believe the City
homelessness; they just need to 24%

Council has a realistic plan to address
homelessness, and most believe the
city already has the resources they
need to get the job done.

spend it more effectively"
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Addressing Homelessness

City Council has a Realistic Plan to Address Homelessnhess

Agree
17% 16% 14
13% A 14% 14%
o ° o o ° 11% o & A Q VA ° 11%
9% 10% 10% 10% 10/)_ 7% 79 8% 79 - 0% 9% 10% 8% (K074 9% o 5
o - 3%
2% 0%
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Voters - regardless of partisan identification, age, gender, ethnicity, education, or living situation — overwhelmingly do not believe the City
Council has a realistic plan to address homelessness.
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Addressing Homelessness

City Has Enough Money to Address Homelessness
Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree

91%
86%
o 81% 5
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Overwhelming majorities in every subgroup — except Socialists — believe the city has enough money to address homelessness. This includes
/0% of Democrats.
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Downtown/Economic Recovery

"Downtown Seattle cannot fully

recover until the homelessness

and public safety problems are
addressed"

"A thriving downtown Seattle is
critical to our region’s
economic recovery”

“I'm worried about the future
of downtown Seattle”

iIsagree
11%

isagree u ”

11%

There is near universal agreement that
Downtown Seattle cannot fully recover until
homelessness and public safety are
addressed, voters overwhelmingly recognize
the importance of Downtown Seattle to the
region, and they are extremely worried about
Downtown’s future.

Disagree
21%
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Downtown/Economic Recovery

“Once things are completely open again, for activities other than
work, do you think you will visit downtown Seattle more, less, or
about the same as you did before the pandemic?”

Same Less

All Voters 399 46%
Visited a Few Same Less
Times/Week+ 38% 46%

Visited Several Same Less
Times/Month+ 30% 53%
L Same Less

ol

Roughly half of those who regularly
visited Downtown pre-pandemic say
they will visit less often once things
are completely open again.
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Downtown/Economic Recovery

Worried About Downtown'’s Future
Strongly Agree = Somewhat Agree

90% 89% 88% . 89%
SO/ o & S0/
82% 83% 81% 82% 82% 83% 79%
78% 77% | | 78% 769/ | | 78% 77% 78% ) ) | | 76% - | |
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69% o °
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72%N75%
65% o o o 65%
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© o o 51% o 51% o
48% 48% 49% ° 47% A A 48%147%
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Overwhelming majorities in every subgroup — except Socialists — are worried about Downtown Seattle’s future. Three quarters of Democrats
agree that they are concerned about Downtown’s future and half strongly agree.
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Downtown/Economic Recovery

88%
77% .
69% 71%169% 72% 71%
60%
22%




Visiting Downtown

Visiting Downtown
Will Visit Less Often

71%
63% '
o : 57%
55% 53% 55% 50% 53%
46% | | 49% 459 46% 47% - 47% ViWA/A
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A quarter or more in every subgroup say they will visit Downtown Seattle less often once things completely open up again.
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Public Safety

"l would feel safe visiting

downtown Seattle during the Disa%ree
" 33%
day
"l would feel safe visiting Disagree _ ,
downtown Seattle at night" 70% Public safety is the second most frequently
mentioned concern. A third of voters say they
would not feel safe visiting Downtown Seattle
during the day and seven-in-ten voters say they

would not feel safe visiting at night.
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Safety Downtown: Daytime

Would Feel Safe Visiting Downtown During the Day

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree

95%
84%
e 74%
73% ) - - o i - 6 73%
6% 67% : 67% 59% __, I
610/ 617 63% 620/ 65/)
- .. 57% | o mmem B 58% 1 58% 3 £79/ 1 1 59% ]
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. i 1 1 1 B | BB | EEm 1 1 = | == | 1111 == | 47%
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Attitudes about safety during the day are influenced more by partisan identification than age, ethnicity, or gender.
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Safety Downtown: Nighttime

Would Feel Safe Visiting Downtown at Night

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree
(5074
5 41%
35% 36% 7% 35% 34% — 34%
5 ° 32% 33% 6 34% 329 3%
30% i L i o 290% i . K10)74 30% 29%
21% o 23% 22% e 2%
] _ _ i _ i i . i I _ I i § . i I i i B 16% _ 18%
29% 10%
o I I o I 2% 116% ° I o I | I ° I ° _12%_ I ] ° —11"/_14%_127_ ] | —10‘7_ ]
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Socialists are the only subgroup where a majority say they would feel safe visiting Downtown at night.
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"l trust the Seattle City Councill
to reform the Seattle Police
Department without endangering
public safety"

"Reducing the number of police
officers in Seattle and redirecting
those funds to community
support and intervention
programs”

Most voters do not trust the City Council to
reform SPD without endangering public




